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EAGLE N CREEK

—RENEWABLE ENERGY —

June 30, 2020
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Re: Joint Meeting Summary
Sartell Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 8315-015)

Dear Secretary Bose:

Pursuant to 18 CFR 16.8(b)(3)(i)(B), Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC, licensee for the Sartell Hydroelectric
Project (FERC Project No. 8315), provided notice to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) and stakeholders of the Joint Meeting for the Project via email and by letter filed
with the Commission on May 28, 2020. In addition, a public notice of the Joint Meeting was published on
May 15, 2020 in the St. Cloud Times, a hewspaper of daily circulation in Benton County and Stearns
County, Minnesota where the Project is located, pursuant to 18 CFR 16.8(i)(1). Proof of publication was
provided in the May 28, 2020 filing.

The Joint Meeting was held on June 16, 2020 in accordance with 18 CFR 16.8(b)(3)(i)(A) and 18 CFR
16.8(b)(3)(ii). Due to COVID-19 travel and health related concerns the site visit was postponed and is
currently scheduled to occur on November 16, 2020. A separate notice will be provided to the
Commission and stakeholders prior to the site visit. Enclosed with this letter, pursuant to 18 CFR
16.8(b)(4), is a summary of the Joint Meeting, which includes an audio recording of the Joint Meeting.
The audio recording will be filed separately to comply with the Commission e-filing size requirements.

Should you have any questions relative to this information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (240)
724-8765 or via email at david.fox@eaglecreekre.com. Alternatively, you may contact Melissa Rondou at
(920) 293-4628 ext. 347 or by email at melissa.rondou@eaglecreekre.com.

Sincerely,

0 B

David Fox

Director of Licensing and Compliance
Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC
Eagle Creek Renewable Energy

Enclosure: Joint Meeting Summary
Joint Agency Presentation

Eagle Creek Renewable Energy
116 N. State Street, PO Box 167, Neshkoro, WI 54960-0167
Tel: 920-293-4628 - Fax: 920-293-8087
www.eaglecreekre.com
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Project Name: Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315)
Meeting Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020
Meeting Time: 9:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m.

Meeting Location: Meeting Held via Conference Call

Attendees:

Company Name Name Email address Telephone
ECRE David Fox david.fox@eaglecreekre.com 240-482-2707
ECRE Melissa Rondou melissa.rondou@eaglecreekre.com 920-293-4628
ECRE Kevin Winkleman kevin.winkleman@eaglecreekre.com 320-333-1254
City of Sartell Butch Rieland butch@sartellmn.com

FWS Nick Utrup nick_utrup@fws.gov

MDNR Eric Altena eric.altena@state.mn..us

MDNR Nicola Blake-Bradley

MDNR lan Chisholm ian.chisholm@state.mn.us

MDNR Charlotte Cohn charlotte.cohn@state.mn.us

MDNR Melissa Collins melissa.collins@state.mn.us

MDNR Nancy Stewart nancy.stewart@state.mn.us

MSHPO Sarah Beimers sarah.beimers@state.mn.us

NPS Lillian Jonas lillian.jonas@contractor.nps.gov

Mead & Hunt Jen Schuetz jen.schuetz@meadhunt.com 608-443-0460
Mead & Hunt Darrin Johnson darrin.johnson@meadhunt.com 608-443-0313
Mead & Hunt (via Skype*) = Arianna Schmidt arianna.schmidt@meadhunt.com 920-593-6844
Mead & Hunt Shawn Puzen shawn.puzen@meadhunt.com 920-593-6865

1. Introduction of ECRE and Welcome by David Fox (ECRE)
a. lan Chisholm (MDNR) indicated that he would have to leave the meeting at 9:30 a.m.

b. No other questions, concerns, or comments brought forward by the meeting participants.

2. Questions/Comments on Presentation of Project Specifics by Shawn Puzen (Mead & Hunt)
a. Project Boundary Mapping:

i. Project Boundary Mapping: the project boundary under the current license uses the normal reservoir
elevation of 1,014.5 feet NGVD. The boundary was developed using the best available tools at the time,
a USGS qua
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feet NGVD. This will result in a reduction in size of the Project boundary, reservoir surface area, and
reservoir storage capacity.

MDNR (Eric) asked if the reservoir calculation takes the slope into consideration. Mead & Hunt (Shawn)
responded that ECRE has not proposed to take the reservoir boundary up to elevation 1,018 and has not
completed a routing study that could provide that information at more than normal inflows.

MDNR (Eric) commented that the slope of the reservoir is a function of inflow and higher inflows can show
elevated stream levels further upstream. Mead & Hunt (Shawn) agreed that the high inflows can raise
stream elevations.

3. Questions/Comments on Presentation of Resource Issues by Darrin Johnson (Mead & Hunt)

a. Water Quality

MDNR (Nicola) commented that Little Rock Creek is classified as a trout stream. Mead & Hunt (Darrin)
questioned whether the trout stream designation was located upstream of the project. MDNR indicated
that Little Rock Lake and Little Rock Creek between the lake and its’ confluence with the Mississippi River
are not designated trout streams, the trout stream designation is located upstream of Little Rock Lake.

Mead & Hunt (Darrin) questioned whether MDNR had any plans to conduct follow-up water quality
monitoring to assess the results of the 2019 drawdown in improving water quality in Little Rock Lake.
MDNR (Eric) indicated the Little Rock Lake Association has already begun sampling in 2020. Water
clarity is ok, but algal bloom levels are high. Phosphorous levels are about where MDNR anticipated.
Results will become clearer in the next couple of years.

4. Site Tour Schedule

a. Mead & Hunt (Darrin) provided a reminder that the site tour has been scheduled for November 16, 2020 at 1:00
p.-m. An invitation letter and public notice will be provided approximately 1 month prior to the meeting. Everyone
on the distribution list will receive an invitation.

5. Post-Presentation Comments

a. MDNR (Charlotte Kohn) indicated that MDNR would be providing comments on the PAD.

b. No other questions, concerns, or comments were brought forward by other meeting participants.

Darrin Johnson

Respectfully Submitted,

Note: Any comments or corrections
related to the items above should be

Attachments: None brought to the attention of Mead & Hunt.
Distribution:

David Fox and Melissa Rondou - ECRE
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
— EXCELLENCE IN HYDRO —

Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)

Joint Agency Meeting

June 16, 2020
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1. Welcome and Introductions
Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315)
Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)

2. Review of FERC Traditional Licensing Process (TLP) and Schedule
3. Overview of Project Features and Operations

4. Overview of Information Provided in the Pre-Application
Document (PAD) and Other Sources

5. Next Steps
6. Comments

7. Site Visit Scheduled for Monday, November 16, 2020 at 1 pm

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



- Review of Traditional Licensing Process (TLP) and Schedule

“Three Stage Process”

**TLP First Stage
* Applicant issues NOI, PAD, request to use TLP, newspaper notice.
 Commission approves use of TLP within 60 days of filing NOI.

* Applicant conducts joint agency/public meeting and site visit within 30 to 60
days of TLP Approval/Notice of Commencement.

e Resource agencies, tribes, and relicensing participants provide written
comments and study requests no later than 60 days following the meeting.

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



- Review of Traditional Licensing Process (TLP) and Schedule

“Three Stage Process”
**TLP Second Stage

* Applicant completes reasonable and necessary studies, usually 1-2 field seasons
from spring through fall.

» Applicant provides Draft License Application (DLA) and study results to resource
agencies, tribes, and relicensing participants, usually a few months after the
last study season.

* Resource agencies, tribes and relicensing participants comment on DLA no later
than 90 days after receipt of DLA.

* Only if necessary, Applicant conducts a joint meeting if substantive
disagreements exist.

**TLP Third Stage

* Applicant files Final License Application with Commission, sends copies to
stakeholder list including resource agencies, tribes, and relicensing participants
no later than 2 years prior to license expiration.

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



TLP Schedule

TLP Steps Timelines Due [rate
Initial Activities
Li bmits NOI, PAD, and TLP
e e 5 years before the license expiration date 0212712020
Requests
Stakehold id ts
EI‘!“ e e 30 days after the request 03/28/2020
regarding TLP : '
FERC approval of TLP 60 days after the request 042772020
Stage 1 Consultation
Li ducts Joint Meeti ith
censee condticts Joint Weetng Wit | 30 t0 60 days after the TLP approval 06/16/2020
potential stakeholders
Stakehold bmit t
akenolders stbmIE comments O 1 &5 Jays after stakeholder meeting 08/17/2020
PAD and study requests
Li ducts site visit with
S ot Deferred to November due to COVID-19 11/16/2020
stakeholders
Stage 2 Consultation
; September 2020 to
Li s 5t Year 1 Begins aft ipt of stud t
icensee’s Study, Year egins after receipt of study requests September 2021
October 2021 to
Li ‘s Study, Year 2 if Begins aft letion of Study Year 1
icensee’s Study, Year 2 if necessary egins after completion of Study Year October 2022
Licensee submits DLA to FERC and Begins after completion of Study Year 2 1010212022
relicensing participants for comment (soft deadline)
Stakehold d FERC id
S S EvE 90-days after receipt of DLA 1213112022
comments on the DLA
Stage 3 Consultation
At least tw ior to i
Licensee Files FLA SR 02/28/2023
expiration
FERC I Fublic Motice of
- esues FbiE Toflee o Within 14 days of FLA submittal 0311412023
Application
FERC lis to i th li
FERC License Expires quatis’owsiie enew 1wense 02/28/2025

before the current license expires

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




Dams in the Upper Mississippi River Watershed

s O 2 State Regulated Dams
f,(_ Bemidji \‘vm A

/ O 1 USACE Regulated Dam
Pokegama Lak97 { O 5 USACE DamS With 6 FERC Licenses

Blandin (Rapids Energy)

4 @ 6 FERC Licensed Dams

Lipper Mississippi
Hiatershar

!
Brainerd\‘ ;': ;
e ¥l <Sartell Dam
B,Lt::"\.;i  Approximately 6 river miles
L upstream of St. Cloud Dam

« Seventh of fourteen dams on
Upper Mississippi River

Y :
? ‘ r:{ Sartell
VK«\ 2 _— Q.{—_St Cloud

gr' St. Anthony Falls Upper \
(R St. Anthony Falls Lower%

» Approximately 24 river miles
downstream of Blanchard Dam

0 10 20 40 Lock & Dam No. 2
I T iles
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Dams in the Upper Mississippi River Watershed

Regulating FERC Authorized
Authority Project No. Capacity (kW)

Lake Bemidji Dam Bemidiji State-regulated M/A M/A
Winnebigoshish Dam Deer River USACE Dam M/A M/A
Pokegama Lake Dam Cohasset USACE Dam P-9974 300
Blandin Dam Grand Rapids FERC License P-2362 2.100
Brainerd D'am Brainerd FERC License P-2533 3.542
Little Falls Dam Little Falls FERC License P-2532 4720
Blanchard Dam Royalton FERC License P-345 18,000
Sartell Dam Sartell FERC License P-8315 8.925
St. Cloud Dam 5t. Cloud FERC License P-4108 4.860
Coon Rapids Dam Coon Rapids State-regulated MIA M/A

: ; FERC Licenses P-2056 14,245
ot Anthony Falls - Upper Dam | Minneapolis on USACE Dam 14628 500

, : FERC License on
st Anthony Falls - Lower Dam | Minneapolis USACE Dam P-12451 6,980

FERC License
Lock and Dam MNo. 1 (Ford Dam) | St. Paul on USACE Dam P-362 19,520
: FERC License

Lock and Dam No. 2 Hastings on USACE Dam P-4306 4 400

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315)
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1
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and Watab in Benton and Stearns Counties, Minnesota.
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Sartell Project Reservoir

Ry b

Upper Exnt - Existing Boundary Upper Extent - Existing
9 i QT ’ and Proposed Boundary

¢ Drainage area 12,265 square miles

** Reservoir Elevation
 1,014.5 ft. 0.5 ft. NGVD

¢ Existing Exhibit G Reservoir Size
(elevation 1,014.5 ft. NGVD)
* 2,400 acres
e 15,500 acre-feet

*» Georeferenced Ex. G Reservoir Size
* 2,800 acres
* 18,100 acre-feet

¢ Proposed Boundary Reservoir Size
(elevation 1,015.0 ft. NGVD)
* 2,366 acres
* 15,380 acre-feet

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




Proposed Sartell Project Boundary

I T wttes, ‘ .
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River Cross Section (or profile) - Proposed Project Boundary
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Sartell Project Overview

o
. H TR _*
Average annual calendar year river flow of 5 233 cfs
Annual calendar year river flow ranges from 1,178 to 11,385 cfs
Turbine Hydraulic Capacity (Bays 2-9)
*  Minimum - 330 cfs per turbine
*  Maximum - 550 cfs per turbine
Turbine Hydraulic Capacity (Bays 10-12)
e  Minimum - 360 cfs per turbine
* Maximum - 660 cfs per turbine
Maximum Hydraulic Capacity (All Turbines) — 6,200 cf

AR e L T ‘“_-—mmm}“ﬂmw : SR
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Sartell Electrical Equipment

Bay 1 - Vacant

Bays 2-4 - 937.5 kW

Bay 5 - 925 kW

Bays 6-9 - 750 kW

Bays 10-12 - 925 kW

Total Plant Capacity 8,925 kW
715-foot 34.5 kV transmission line
2 Step-up transformers

X/
000

XS

%

XS

%

L/ ) ) ) K/
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




Sartell Project Operations

Run of River
Must maintain elevation at 1,014.5 feet NGVD % 0.5 feet
No minimum flow requirement

* Powerhouse discharges immediately downstream of dam
No bypassed reach

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




Resource Information

T 1 f ! 'I i l l'l|
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Project Geology and Soils

| i, P L

¢ All Licensee-owned shorelines are protected with rip-rap

s Moderately erodible soils

*»* Benton County and Stearns County have Shoreline Management
Ordinances that limit ground disturbance within shoreland areas

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee) Page 17




- Water Quality

“+ Water Classification
« Mississippi River
- Cool and warmwater aquatic life and aquatic habitat
- Use classes: 1C, 2Bdg, 3C, 4A, 4B, 5, and 6

 Little Rock Creek (Mississippi River to Little Rock Lake)
- Cool and warmwater aquatic life, aquatic habitat, and wetlands
- Use classes: 2Bg, 3C, 4A, 4B, 5, and 6

e Little Rock Lake

- Cool and warmwater aquatic life, aquatic habitat, and wetlands
- Use Classes: 2Bg, 3C, 4A, 4B, 5, and 6

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




- Water Quality Data

* Mississippi River
« Listed as impaired water for mercury in fish tissue

« 5 monitoring stations on Mississippi River

2 Biological monitoring stations

3 Stream monitoring stations

All DO levels met state standard (ranged from 6.2-11.8)
- Only one pH data sample identified (reading of 8.8 was above standard of 6.5-8.5)

¢ Little Rock Creek (Mississippi River to Little Rock Lake)
* Not listed as an impaired or special water

« 3 monitoring stations on Little Rock

1 stream monitoring station

2 lake monitoring stations

- Al DO levels met state standards (ranged from 6.7-13.8)

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)




- Water Quality Data (continued)

“ Little Rock Lake
« Listed as impaired water for mercury in fish tissue and nutrients

« 12 water chemistry/temperature monitoring stations

- DO levels did not meet minimum standards of 5 mg/l on numerous occasions
« 5 water clarity monitoring stations

« MDNR coordinated 3-foot drawdown with Sartell Hydro
in 2019 to improve water quality in Little Rock Lake

- Lower phosphorous levels

- Lower nitrogen levels Water Quality
- Promote aquatic vegetation growth & Tesﬁng

- Reduce the frequency of algae blooms

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



Fish and Aquatics

“* Mississippi River (2 MPCA Monitoring Sites)
« Data from 2007 and 2013
« 25 fish species identified

« Most common fish surveyed:
- Bluegill
- Smallmouth Bass
- Logperch

- Common Shiner
- White Sucker

Bluegill

Common Shiner

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



- Fish and Aquatics (continued)

“ Little Rock Lake
* Monitoring data from 1990, 1996, 2002, 2008, 2009, and 2014
« 32 fish species identified

« Most common fish surveyed:
- White Sucker

-~ Yellow Perch

- Black Crappie
- Bluegill
- Logperch

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



- Fish Entrainment and Mortality

e

+» Sartell’Project Trash Racks
» 234.6 feet wide by 15.9 feet high

 1.75inch clear spacing

* Intake approach velocity 1.4 to 2.1 feet per second |
A e e T v 2 T S S D e, (S LOREY 0T
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“* 51 native mussel species have been identified in the
Upper Mississippi River

“* No current mussel survey information in the Project
vicinity was identified during preparation of the PAD

_ et gt N
( |

.

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)



- Botanical Species

s Common Tree Species
* Ash (green and black)
- Basswood
« Box elder
« Cottonwood
« Elm (American and rock)
« Maple (sugar and silver)

s Common Wetland Species
« Cattails
« Sedges
« Grasses
* Rushes

Sartell Hydroelectric Project (P-8315) - Eagle Creek Sartell Hydro, LLC (Licensee)






